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Bikhim Hsiao is one of the most exciting, inspiring and committed political leaders of
the younger generation in Taiwan. She is the 2020 recipient for Prof. Liao Shu-
chung Memorial Award. Her dedication and contributions to Taiwan's
democratization and global participation are truly remarkable and exceptional. She
could be an inspiring role-model and a pride of Taiwan for the younger generations
of Taiwan to emulate and follow.

Bikhim joined the democratic progression party (DPP) early on in the 1990s, and
later served as an important aide to former President Chen Shui-bian and presently
as a close advisor and supporter of President Tsai Ing-wen. She has also served
as Campaign Director and Spokesperson for DPP International Affairs in all of the
presidential elections since 2000. Many of the top leaders' major speeches and policy statements,
especially on foreign affairs and international strategy, were mostly crafted and written by Bikhim (BK).
Moreover, Bikhim also played a very active role in the DPP's international networking and global
participation. BK served as Director of DPP's Department of International Affairs under 6 different DPP
chairpersons. In the international world arena, she has taken on numerous leadership roles; she served
since 2005 as Secretary General of CALD (Council Asian Liberal and Democrats) and Vice President of the
Liberal International Bureau from 2005-2012.

In 2008, BK served as Vice Chairperson of the Taiwan Tibet Exchange Foundation and later founded
Friends of Tibet in the Legislative Yuan in 2012, advocating for rights of Tibetans.

BK had served four terms as a Member of the Legislative Yuan representing the Democratic Progressive
Party. During her term, BK was mostly in charge of the transportation, and international human right
committees. In addition, BL was elected as the legislator of Hualien County as well as Vice President of the
DPP Think Tank and as a Board Member of the Taiwan Foundation for Democracy.

Understanding the need for a holistic approach to a nation’s development, Bi-khim is committed to providing
service to the rural areas of Taiwan where she has long been an advocate for poverty reduction, access to
education, sustainable governance and other measures to enable the pursuit of a fair and justice society.
Over the past decade, Bi-khim has dedicated herself to improving the well-being of Taiwanese in Hualien.
She has been outspoken on issues related to local agriculture, transportation, youth employment, education,
indigenous rights, gender equality, immigrant rights, and animal welfare.

Born in Kobe, Japan, in 1971, Bi-khim Hsiao grew up in Tainan, a city in southern Taiwan. She received her
MA in Political Science from Columbia University and her BA in East Asian Studies from Oberlin College.



